
KS1 Overview SCIENCE 2023-24 (Plymouth Science) 

YEAR 1 
TERM Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics  Street Detectives Toys through Time Amazing Animals Explorers of the World Growing and Plants Travel and Transport 

YEAR 1 

CURRICULUM 

OBJECTIVES 

*Observe changes across 

the 4 seasons 

observe and describe 

weather associated with the 

seasons and how day length 

varies. 

 

*Identify and name a 

variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals 

*Identify and name a 

variety of common animals 

that are carnivores, 

herbivores and omnivores 

describe and compare the 

structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds 

and mammals including pets) 

*Identify, name, draw and 

label the basic parts of the 

human body and say which 

part of the body is 

associated with each sense 

*Identify and name a 

variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals 

*Identify and name a 

variety of common animals 

that are carnivores, 

herbivores and omnivores 

describe and compare the 

structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds 

and mammals including pets) 

*Identify, name, draw and 

label the basic parts of the 

human body and say which 

part of the body is 

associated with each sense 

*Distinguish between an 

object and the material 

from which it is made 

*Identify and name a 

variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water, 

and rock 

describe the simple physical 

properties of a variety of 

everyday materials 

*Compare and group 

together a variety of 

everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple 

physical properties 

*Identify and name a 

variety of common wild and 

garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen 

trees 

*Identify and describe the 

basic structure of a variety 

of common flowering plants, 

including trees 

*Distinguish between an 

object and the material 

from which it is made 

*Identify and name a 

variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water, 

and rock 

describe the simple physical 

properties of a variety of 

everyday materials. 

*Compare and group 

together a variety of 

everyday materials on the 

basis of their simple 

physical properties 

STRANDS Seasonal Changes 

 

Animals including 

humans 

 

Animals including 

humans 

 

Materials Lessons 1-

6 

 

Plants 

 

Materials Ext 7-12 

 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 

Weather (sunny, rainy, 

windy, snowy etc) 

Seasons (winter, 

summer, spring, autumn) 

sun, sunrise, sunset, Day 

length 

Head, body, eyes, ears, mouth, teeth, leg, tail, wing, 

claw, fin, scales, feathers, fur, beak, paws, hooves, 

reptile, amphibian, mammal, omnivore, carnivore, 

herbivore, all senses. 

Object, material, wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, 

water, rock, brick, paper, 

fabric, elastic, foil, 

card/cardboard, rubber, 

wool, clay, hard, soft, 

stretchy, stiff, bendy, 

floppy, waterproof, 

absorbent, breaks/tears, 

rough, smooth, shiny, 

dull, see through, not see 

through. 

Leaf, flower, blossom, 

petal, fruit, berry, root, 

seed, trunk, branch, 

stem, bark, stalk, bud. 

Names of trees in local 

area, garden and wild 

flowering plants. 

Object, material, wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, 

water, rock, brick, paper, 

fabric, elastic, foil, 

card/cardboard, rubber, 

wool, clay, hard, soft, 

stretchy, stiff, bendy, 

floppy, waterproof, 

absorbent, breaks/tears, 

rough, smooth, shiny, 

dull, see through, not see 

through. 

 



YEAR 2 

TERM Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics YEAR 2 Wriggle and crawl Coastline Explorers Land Ahoy 

 

Our Planet Towers, Turrets and 

Tunnels 

 

YEAR 2 

CURRICULUM 

OBJECTIVES 

 

• I notice that animals 

including humans have 

offspring which grow 

into adults.  

• I can find out about 

and describe the basic 

needs of animals 

including humans for 

survival.  

• Describe the 

importance for humans 

of exercise, eating the 

right amounts of 

different types of 

food and hygiene. 

 

• To identify and compare 

the suitability of a variety 

of everyday materials 

including wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, brick, rock, 

paper, cardboard for 

particular uses.   

• I can find out how the 

shape of solid objects 

made from materials can 

be changed by squashing, 

bending, twisting and 

stretching. 

• I notice that animals including humans have 

offspring which grow into adults.  

• I can find out about and describe the basic 

needs of animals including humans for 

survival.  

• Describe the importance for humans of 

exercise, eating the right amounts of 

different types of food and hygiene. 

• To observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow 

into mature plants.  

• Find and describe how plants need water, light and 

a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 

STRAND  Living things and 

habitats. 

Materials 

 

Animals including 

humans 

Animals including 

humans (Ext Unit) 

Plants 

 

Plants (Ext Unit) 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 

Living, dead, never been 

alive, suited, suitable, 

basic need, food, food 

chain, shelter, move, 

feed, names of local 

habitats e.g. pond, 

woodland, names of 

micro habitats e.g. under 

logs, in bushes etc. 

Names of materials: wood, 

plastic, glass, metal, water, 

rock, brick, paper, fabric, 

card, rubber, suitable/ 

unsuitable, use/useful, 

hard/soft, stretchy/stiff. 

Rigid/flexible, 

waterproof/absorbent, 

strong/weak, rough/smooth, 

transparent/opaque, shape, 

push/pushing, pull/pulling, 

twist/twisting, squash/ 

squashing, bend/bending, 

stretch/stretching. 

Offspring, grow, adults, nutrition, reproduce, 

survival, water, food, air, exercise, hygiene, 

survival, exercise. 

Leaf, flower, blossom, bud, petal, berry, root, seed, 

stalk, trunk, branch, stem, bark, fruit, light, shade, 

sun, warm, cool, water, grow, healthy, germinate, 

climate, nutrients. 

 


