
 
 

 

 

 
20th  March 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I am writing to you to inform you that as of Monday 23rd March 2020, Elmsleigh will close to children in order 
to limit the spread of COVID-19. As I have stated before, I feel that children, wherever possible need to stay 
at home to limit the chance of the virus spreading. The fewer children coming into school, the lower the risk 
that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable children and staff at the school.  
 
The Government released a document this morning stating that parents are asked to keep their children at 
home wherever possible and have asked that schools stay open for those children who absolutely need to 
attend.  It is vital that we remain a safe place for children and therefore cannot exceed the recommendation 
of running above 20%.  
 
I understand that we have parents whose work is critical to the fight against the virus, particularly those who 
work in health and social care.  But please, if you fall into this category and you can, try to keep your 
children at home. If you cannot keep your child safe at home, then we will try to accommodate you. 
However, Elmsleigh is going to be operating on skeleton staffing next week due to more staff going into 
self-isolation with family members having coughs so there may be a time in the future where we would have 
to fully close. At this present time, Elmsleigh will be fully closed to all children during the Easter break. 
 
We have prioritised those classed as critical workers and ask that if you fall into this category and are 
unable to keep your children safe at home to please contact us as a matter of urgency by phoning the 
school as soon as possible so that we can find out how many children could be coming to school on 
Monday 23rd March.  
 
The top priority for critical workers are: doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, care 
workers, machine workers producing medicines, nursery staff, teaching staff, school staff and school 
catering staff, food distributors, food processors, food delivery drivers, police and support staff, armed 
forces, fire and rescue employees.  
 
There are other workers who fall into the ‘critical worker’ category – for more information about this please 
follow the link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision. You will also need to check with your employer if you fall into this category. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your support during these difficult times. 
Every decision we make has the children at the heart of it and our main priority is to keep everyone safe. I 
will continue to update you as soon as I have any new information. 
 
With kindest regards, 
 

 

Karen Burton 

Headteacher  
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