
 

Year 2           Why am I lucky to be at school today? 

KS1 History: 
Children will be taught about; 

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national or international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 

WOW: 
A trip to a Victorian school room (Sudbury Hall museum of childhood.) 
 

LC1 Who was Queen 
Victoria? 

History: 

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
nationals or international achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods. 

 
Obj: 
Children will be able to recall and write down some facts from the life of Queen Victoria. 

A discussion will take place about our own queen. Who is she what do we know about the 
Queen? How long has she been our queen? What do we know about the Royal family? 
Introduce Queen Victoria as the great great grandma of our own queen. She lived a long 
time ago before anyone alive today can remember. 
Children will watch powerpoint presentation giving facts about Victoria’s life. Children will 
write some significant facts in the form of a short biography. 
 

LC 2 What would my 
home have been 
like when Victoria 
was the queen? 

History: 

 Identify changes that have taken place over a period of 150 years 

 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 
Obj; Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past. 

Children talk about a set of artefacts from the home (bed warmer, flat iron, chimney 
brush, scales, lamp) what were they used for? Why do you think these types of things 
aren’t used today? Magic Grandad DVD’s outline bath time and in the kitchen could be 
used to compare domestic life with that the children are familiar with. 
Assemble a time line of significant discoveries like the invention of the electric light, the 
flushing toilet and telephone that changed home life throughout Britain. 

LC 3 What would a 
seven year old be 
doing all day? 

History: 
 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 Compare and contrast toys and games from the Victorian era with those 
chosen by children today. 

 To give examples of things that are different in their life from a child in 
Victorian England. 

Obj: To compare a typical day in their life with that of a child 150 years ago. 
To understand that children’s lives today are significantly better than those 
during the Victorian era. 

Using DVD material, books and internet resources, children will be taught that not all 
children were lucky enough to own toys. The difference between rich families and poor 
ones will be identified and explored through pictures, discussion and artefacts. 
The children will compare and contrast Victorian toys with their own. 
The role of children in local industries will explored especially mining ad factory work. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school day will be highlighted, identifying similarities and differences between the 
two periods. This will be explored through role play, film and visits or visitors from outside 
of the school. 

Art : 
Obj: To draw and paint characters from observation using Beatrix Potter books. 
 

Art /DT link: 
Obj:To create a  simple toy from reclaimed materials which may have moving parts. 

LC 4 Why do we 
remember Lord 
Shaftesbury? 

History: 
The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national or 
international achievements. 
Obj: To find out how Lord Shaftesbury became the champion of children. 
 

Introduce Lord Shaftesbury as the champion of children in Victorian times, introducing 
the 10 hour working act (factories act 1842) and setting up of the first ragged schools. 
This should be mainly research by the children. 

LC 5 Which other 
Victorian people 
helped change 
our world? 

History: 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
Obj:To identify and compare the achievements of significant Victorian figures with 
those from more recent history. 
 

 Figures to include Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole and their role in medical 
development and a comparison between   George Stephenson and Sir Nigel Gresley’s 
transport systems. 

Reflection 
(assessment) 

 In groups, prepare a short presentation for assembly about a significant person or event 
that have learned about in their lessons. 

 
Resources: 

 

Books about Victorian life 
Historical artefacts from Victorian era. 
Victorian dressing up 
Trip to Sudbury Hall 


