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English 

The National Curriculum is used as a framework for teaching English. Pupils’ 

spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary are taught within English units 

to develop the understanding of different genres and extended through all 

other curriculum areas. Speaking and listening skills are developed through 

drama and role play, storytelling, talk partners, group tasks and discussion. 

Assemblies, concerts and show and tell afternoons, give the children 

opportunities to present their learning to a larger audience which develops their 

confidence. The English Curriculum has been broken down into the following 

areas- Phonics, Reading, Guided Reading, Grammar and Writing. See below for 

more information. 

                       Phonics                     

Phonics is taught daily in FS1, FS2 and Year 1 (20 minutes formal session) and 3 

times a week in Year 2. The children are grouped in Early Years and KS1 by their 

'Phase' ability within the year group. The teachers plan their lessons using the 

DfE programme of study called ‘Letters and Sounds’. Phonics is also integrated 

into all English activities. In FS1 and FS2 the children learn the Jolly Phonics 

songs and are shown pictures and actions to go with each sound. In FS2 all 

children receive a sounds booklet including the phonic sounds they are learning. 

In Year 1 & 2 every child receives weekly spellings to learn as part of their 

Home Learning activities. We believe that the more children are exposed to 

listening and speaking opportunities the better their reading and writing will 

become.  
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                                   Reading                    

This is a central part of every pupil’s life at our school and it is at the heart of 

our curriculum so that every child in our school leaves as a reader. During the 

week every child has the opportunity to work in different groups on phonic 

activities and comprehension skills in addition to guided reading with the 

teacher and 1:1 reading with a teaching assistant or parent helper. All pupils 

take home reading books several times a week, which we ask them to read to 

their parent and carers. In Years 1 & 2 guided reading is taught on a rolling 

programme over the course of the week and a follow up activity is given to 

extend the children’s understanding of the text. Every Tuesday morning we 

invite our parents in to read with their children which continues to be very 

successful! 

Our reading scheme in FS and KS1 incorporates: 

(For Guided Reading) 

Big Cat 

Penguin Playtime 

Ginn Lighthouse 

Rigby Stars 

Story Worlds 

Rigby Rocket 

Discovery World 
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(Home Readers) 

Big Cat 

Story World 

Rigby Stars 

Oxford Owl –Biff, Chip and Kipper 

Oxford Reading Tree - Songbirds Phonics 

Oxford Reading Tree - Phonics Non-fiction 

Oxford University Press-Project Alien adventures 

Discovery World 

Free Readers 

All of our guided reading and free reading books that we have, provide the 

appropriate challenge for our children and inspire them to want to read. As a 

reading school, we actively encourage our children to read at home, in a range of 

fun places and take part in our ‘Reading At Home’ challenge. 
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  Grammar and Punctuation 

As part of the New Curriculum there are new statutory requirements. Each 

child in Year 1 & 2 receive 1 grammar lesson per week. Teachers are using the 

Jolly Grammar scheme of work in order to deliver this. See the requirements 

below for Year 1 & 2. 

 Year 1 

Punctuation terms and concepts (statutory requirements) 

 Separation of words with spaces 

 Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation 

marks to demarcate sentences 

 Capital letters for names and for the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

Grammar terms and concepts (statutory requirements) 

 Letter 

 Capital letter 

 Word 

 Singular 

 Plural 

 Sentence 

 Punctuation 

 Full stop 

 Question mark 

 Exclamation mark  
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Year 2 

Punctuation terms and concepts (statutory requirements) 

 Use of capital letters, full-stops, question marks to demarcate sentences 

 Commas to separate items in a list 

 Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing spelling 

Grammar terms and concepts (statutory requirements) 

 Noun 

 Noun phrase 

 Statement 

 Question 

 Exclamation 

 Command 

 Compound 

 Adjective 

 Verb 

 Suffix 

 Tense (past/present) 

 Apostrophe 

 Comma  
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Handwriting            

Elmsleigh use the ‘Letter Join’ programme to support their teaching of cursive 

handwriting from Reception-Year 2. This ensures that children can spell quickly and 

accurately. The programme helps them to develop their fine and gross motor skills 

resulting in fluent, legible and increasingly speedy handwriting in a cursive script. 

                              Writing         

We provide our children with lots of writing opportunities in English and across 

all curriculum areas. Our topics provide opportunities for the children to 

develop how they express their views through a variety of writing. At Elmsleigh 

we aim to create skilful writers by providing them with rich experiences to 

develop a more varied vocabulary.  In order for the children to excel at writing, 

we ensure that we model how to plan stories and write them with the children. 

We also teach them how to plan, edit and evaluate their writing. The topics we 

teach allow the children to develop as writers, as they are writing for a variety 

of purposes including letter writing, invitations, captions, information texts, 

recounts, reports, instructions and poetry.             

 

  


