
 

Year 2           Why do we wear poppies in November? 

KS1 History: 
Children should become aware of national events that led to changes in the way we live today. They should recognise that local 
people played vital roles in making those changes. 
 
The children will be taught about: 

 Significant people, places and events within their own locality. 

 The lives of Significant individuals in the past. 

 Changes within living memory. These should used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 

 Events within and beyond living memory that are significant nationally.  

WOW: 
Show  a peep hole view of the front cover from ‘A poppy is to remember’ by Heather Patterson- ask the children for suggestions 
about what they think what the message of the picture is as it is revealed bit by bit. ( explain the significance of the poppies) 

LC1 When and why did 
WW1 begin? 
 

Geographical link: 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes identify and locate the UK and its countries 
aswell as other countries, continents and oceans. 

Obj: Can you find where England and Germany are on the globe /world map? 
Where is the English Channel? 

Name and locate on the map of the world the main countries (and their continents) 
involved in the beginning of the First World war. 

Historical links: 

 Significant individuals of the past. 

 Changes within living memory. 
 
Obj:  

 When was World war One? What has happened in the last 100 years? 
 Who was involved in deciding to go to war? 

 

Identify the relationship between the main figures ( Kaiser/King George V)  
Sequence a set of events that have taken place over the last century to highlight the 
length of time passed and progress made since WW1 

LC 2 Who went to war?  
 

History link: 

 Significant people, places and events within their own locality. 
 
Obj: What jobs did people in Swadlincote do 100 years ago? 
        Who in your family was involved in the War? 

Research and explain what Swadlincote was like in the past and the jobs people did. 
Explain why the mining  and farming industry were important to the War effort. 
Did any of my family play a part in WW1 (family tree challenge) 
Role of Women/raising money/saving things 
Animals that went to war. 

Literacy link: 
•Develop positive attitudes to writing by writing for different purposes.(posters  
key words and phrases, lists ) 

 Use sentences with different forms: statements, exclamation, question 
or command. 
 

Obj: can you make a poster encouraging people to help the war effort? 



What messages were being given by propaganda posters? 
Key phrases and poster making. 
Visit to Swadlincote War memorial after November 11th Read the list of names. Do they 
recognise any names? Does anyone have a relative on the memorial? 

LC 3 Who was  
Leonard Insley? 
 

 

Literacy link: 

 Develop positive attitudes to writing by writing about personal 
experiences and those of others. 
 

Obj: Can you write about who Leonard was and what he did that was so brave? 

Use powerpoint as starting point for discussion about what was brave about what 
Leonard did? Why did he not talk about it afterwards to anyone?.  
Write factually about a person’s experiences. 

Computer link: 
Use technology purposefully to create,organise,store,manipulate and retrieve digital 
content. 
Obj: What did tanks look like in WW1? 
 

Download a picture of a WW1 tank or a VC medal to use as a resource to draw and paint 
pictures. 
 

LC 4 What was the war 
really like? 
 

History Link: 

 Changes within living memory. These should used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life. 

 
Obj:  can you identify how the uniform and weapons have for the regiment has 
changed since WW1. 

 

Visit to Staffordshire regiment museum 

Art link: 

 Taught about the work of a range of artists, craftmakers and designers 
describing the differences and similarities between different practices and 
disciplines and making links to their own work. 

 
Obj: Can you say what is similar in the work of ? and ? 

 

Understand the role of artists during the war. 
Create a picture in response to another artists work using paints, pastels and pencils. 

LC 5 What was Christmas 
like in the trenches? 
 

History link: 

 Events within and beyond living memory that are significant nationally. 
 
Obj: if you were sending a gifts to the soldier in the trenches what would you 
send and why? 

 

The Christmas truce 
Princess Mary’s Christmas gift. 

Technology link: 

 Explore the use of mechanisms in their products. 
 

Obj: Can you make a simple toy from recycled materials? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join materials together to make a moving toy (cotton reel tank) 
Paper hats,/decorations/homemade toys. 

Reflection 
(Assessment) 

Compile a short project for the Rotary club’s WW1 competition. 

resources  
WW1 books, photographs and powerpoints 
Any artefacts relating to the war 

‘A poppy is to remember’ by Heather Patterson 
Information regarding Leonard Insley 

 


